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Here are some tips for the upcoming essay that aren’t 
mentioned in Jones’ Essay Advice document that may be 
helpful.

1. Make sure your thesis incorporates all your points in order to 
give the reader a head start on what you will be talking about

2. Keep your introduction on point, it’s supposed to be an overview 
so there is no need to get off track and make small talk during it. 
Get a friend not in the course to read your intro, if they don’t know 
what stance you are taking, then you are not direct enough in your 
introduction.

3. Including a quote within your introduction can be a good idea, 
but use with caution: keep it a relevant quote, and make sure to 
bring it back later on in the introduction, or conclusion, so it doesn’t 
seem like it’s there for no reason. 

4. Make sure you don’t go off track within the body of your essay- in 
university the T.As can catch that really easily

5. Be sure to define key terms and the ways they will be used in your 
essay. 

6. Counter-arguments really strengthen an essay. 
Raising a counter argument and disproving it 
enhances your own side and also shows that you 
understand the other opinion.

7. Stay focused- the topics are very broad so it’s 
important to stay on track and if you can, narrow 
it down to certain points or aspects of the topic. 
Remember, you only have 2000 words so you 
can’t incorporate all of the information that you 
will come across when researching.  It’s more 
effective to analyze a few specific points in detail 
than to skim over many general points. 
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8. Don’t forget to incorporate the required readings and try to 
discuss them for more than one or two sentences.  It’s also a 
good idea to incorporate the suggested readings as much as 
possible.

9. Try to relate your points to what you’ve talked about in class- 
relating nationalism to Rousseau’s General Will or Mill’s Liberty 
Principle will show that you are able to apply the concepts 
we’ve been learning (this looks good on your part).

10. Think of the essay as a dialogue or discussion 
between yourself and the reader.

11. Make it enjoyable for the reader- think about it, 
your TA will be reading 30 or more essays so try and 
make yours stand out (in a good way of course!)

12.  Don’t disregard clarity and structure. They can 
make or break your essay because if the marker 
can’t decipher what you are trying to prove then you 
will not get marks for your arguments, meaning that 
all of your hard work and research will go unnoticed.

13. Remember, this is your chance to write 
something important and share your opinion with 
someone who will actually take time to read it, so make 
it meaningful and worthwhile for the reader.

Don’t forget to take advantage of the Writing 
Centre in the Student Development Centre.  
You can book an appointment in advance, drop in, 
or e-mail your essay to get online help.  More 
details can be found on the web site
 http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/.  

Furthermore, don’t hesitate to approach your TAs during their office hours or via e-
mails if you have any questions or concerns with your essay.  They are the ones who will 
be evaluating you and so they know the criteria better than anyone else.

Finally make sure that your paper has appropriate details looked after: aka the bibliography 
and citations. Although these seem like minor details to a paper they do take up a significant 
portion of time to complete properly. Don’t leave this task for two hours before the paper is 
due! Trust us.

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/


The Political Science Association 
Wishes all you First Years out there

Good LUCK!

The Political Science Association wishes you good luck on your first political 
science essay! Remember proofread proofread proofread! We hope you took 
advantage of the help sessions that were run within and by many of your 
residences. Due to higher than normal demand for non residence run help 
sessions, the Political Science Association will strive to organize a specific 
event for term your term two essay. 

Regards,  
 The Political Science Association Executive


